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E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS TS 

SUBJ: ADDITIONAL MISSILE PURCHASE BY GOT 

REF: A. STATE 292653, DTG 080039Z DEC 77 
B. DA DALO-ILM, DTG 222130Z DEC 76 

1 . AMBASSADOR AND CHUSLOT MET WITH TUNISIAN SECDEF FARHAT, 

CSS GENERAL EXCHEIKH, AND MOD SECRETARY GENERAL ALOUINI ON 
28 DECEMBER. 

2. WE FIRST INFORMED FARHAT OF THE VERY GOOD NEWS CONTAINED 
IN REFTEL B, TO WIT, THAT THE PRICE OF REPLACEMENT MIM72A 
MISSILES WOULD BE $55,903 EACH DELIVERED IN 27 MONTHS. 

WE FURTHER UNDERSCORED THAT PRICE AS BEING ESSENTIALLY THE 
SAME AS PAID FOR EACH OF THE 328 MIM72AS UNDER THE ORIGINAL 
CHAPARRAL CONTRACT OF NOVEMBER 1976. 

3. 1 BRIEFLY OUTLINED TO FARHAT THE REASONS FOR NOT 
BEING ABEL TO SELL THE TUNISIANS THE MIM72C AS INDICATED 
REFTEL A. 

4. FARHAT WAS MOST APPRECIATIVE OF THE LOW PRICE AT WHICH 
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WE WERE OFFERING THE MIM72A. HE WENT ON TO SAY HOWEVER. 

THAT HE FELT THAT THE ORIGINAL 328 MIM72AS PURCHASED IN 
NOVEMBER 1976, COUPLED WITH THE FUTURE ACQUISITION O AN 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT CANNON SYTEM AND THE PURCHSE OF THE BLOWPIPE 
FFOM THE BRITISH WOUDL MEET TUNISIA'S AIR DEFENSE NEEDS FOR 
THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. THIS WAS PARTICULARLY TRUE, FARHAT 
FELT, CONSIDERING THE LIMITED NUMBER OF OPERATIONAL AIR 
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CRAFT TUNISIA'S NEIGHBORS WOULD BE ABLE TO MUSTER AS AN 
EVENTUAL THREAT. CONTRADICTING HIMSELF, FARHAT WENT ON TO 
SAY THAT HE WAS MOST DISAPPOINTED THAT TUNISIA COULD NOT 
PURCHASE ADDITIONAL MIM72CS. BOTH FARHAT AND GENERAL 
EXCHEIKH SEEMED TO FEEL RATHER STRONGLY THAT TUNISIA SHOULD 
KEEP PUSHING FOR THE MIM72C IN THE OUT- YEARS AND THAT 
THE USG WOULD EVENTUALLY BE ABLE TO SELL THAT IMPROVED 
TYPE TO TUNISIA, DESPITE OUR DENIALS TO THE CONTRARY. 

5. WE REITERATED TO FARHAT AND GENERAL EXCHEIKH THAT EVEN 
SUPPOSING WE COULD EVENTUALLLY SELL THE TYPE C MISSILE TO 
TUNISIA (SHICH WE CERTAINLY COULD NOT PROMISE), THE PRICE 
WOULD PROBABLY BE AT LEAST DOUBLE THAT WHICH THEY WOULD BE 
PAYING FOR REPLACEMENT MIM72AS NOW. WE FURTHER 
EMPHASIZED THAT THE TYPE A MISSEL IS A GOOD DETERRENT 
WEAPON. RECOGNIZING THESE FACTS, FARHAT SAID THAT TUNISIA 
WOULD CONCENTRATE HER EFFORTS AND FMS CREDITS TOWARDS 
THE PURCHASE OF THE TOW ANTI-TANK WEAPONS TO ENSURE AN 
ADEQUATE GROUND DEFENSE. 

6. CHUSLOT FEELS THAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO DISCUSS WITH 
MOD THE PURCHASE OF 120 MIM72AS THAT MOD HAD PREVIOUSLY 
CALCUALTED ESSENTIAL TO FULFILL THEIR TRAINING REQUIRTOT5 . 

THE PRICE AVAILABLE NOW WILL CERTAINLY NEVER BE AVAILALBE 
TO TUNISIA AGAIN. WE HAD PREVIOULY COMPUTED SEVERAL 
ALTERNATIVE WAR RESERVE STOCKAGE LEVELS AND AHS RECOMMENDED 
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THAT 328 MIM72AS WERE SUFFICTPOHIF AN ADEQUATE NUMBER OF 
MISSILES FOR TRAINING WERE PURCHASED. GENERAL EXCHEIKH 
SEEMED TO THINK THAT A TOTAL 478 MISSELES INCLUDING 
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS WOULD SUFFICE. 

7. IF FARHAT'S DECISION IS FIRM WE WILL NOT PUSH THE MATTER 
FURTER. WE WOULD TATHER SETTLE THE MATTER NOW, HOWEVER, 

THAN LEAVE TO OUT SUCCESSORS SOME YEARS HENCE THE CHALLENGE 
OF RESURRECTING THE MIM72C. 

MULCAHY 
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